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Village of Weston, Wisconsin 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE JOINT VILLAGE & TOWN EXTRATERRITORIAL ZONING 

COMMITTEE 
held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 4:30 p.m., in the Board Room, at the Municipal Center 

 
AGENDA ITEMS. 
1. Meeting called to order by Director of Planning & Development Higgins. 
 
2. Roll Call of Joint Village & Town ETZ by Secretary Parker. 
 
Roll call indicated 6 ETZ members present. 
 

Member Present 
CHRISTIANSEN, RANDY YES 
CRONIN, STEVEN YES 
GUERNDT, GARY YES 
HULL, MARK YES 
MEINEL, STEVE YES 
OLSON, MILT YES 

 
Village Staff in attendance:  Higgins, Wheaton, Tatro, and Parker. 
 
There was 1 audience member present. 
 
3. Call for Nominations for ETZ Chair. 
a. Discussion and Action on ETZ Chair 
Hull nominated Olson as chair.  Olson commented he is gone in the winter.  Hull and Higgins stated Olson can 
call in. 
 
Cronin nominated Meinel as chair. 
 
Higgins explained that normally the ETZ meetings are held during the Village PC meetings.  Guerndt 
questioned if there was any responsibilities outside of the ETZ meetings that the Chair is responsible for? 
 
Higgins explained the ETZ must be made up of 3 Village Plan Commission members and 3 Town citizens.   
She stated that actions taken at ETZ then go before the Village Board of Trustees.  The ETZ acts as the Plan 
Commission for anything within the ETZ area.  Higgins explained the Village and ETZ share the same zoning 
code, but with a few minor differences.  Higgins stated the Town code is very similar too, and Village staff 
administers the Town zoning code.  There used to be 3 different zoning codes, but when we changed the 
zoning code in 2015, we combined the ETZ and Village zoning code together.  Higgins stated the ETZ has 
been in place since 2007.   
 
Hull explained this was all due to lawsuits that occurred in the State.  Hull discussed how ETZ area covers land 
3 miles from the border of the Village into the Town.  The State then created a 6-body board consisting on 3 
members from each municipality, so there is even representation.  As a protection to the town, in order for 
action in the ETZ area to go through, there must be one affirmative vote by the Town. 
 
Higgins explained when the Village became a Village in 1996, we did not get a new zoning code, and just 
recodified the ordinances.  The old code did not have all the tools we needed to guide the growth, when we 
were growing.  Then in 2015, we basically scrapped the old code and created a new one.   
 
It was explained to Guerndt, that there is still an area of the Town, outside of the ETZ.  Higgins explained the 
Town also revised its code, which now is fairly similar to the Village’s. 
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Hull discussed how staff at the Village can take care of zoning issues. 
 
Olson nominated Meinel. 
 
It was then discussed that since both Olson and Meinel were nominated, Olson could be Chair and Meinel 
could be Vice Chair. 
 
There was discussion on possible action where Town members vote no and how that works. 
 
Motion by Hull, second by Meinel, to nominate Olson for ETZ Chair. 
 

Yes Vote: 6 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

Member Voting 
CHRISTIANSEN, RANDY YES 
CRONIN, STEVEN YES 
GUERNDT, GARY YES 
HULL, MARK YES 
MEINEL, STEVE YES 
OLSON, MILT YES 

 
4. Call for Nominations for ETZ Vice-Chair. 
a. Discussion and Action on ETZ Vice Chair 
Meinel accepted being nominated for the Vice Chair. 
 
Motion by Cronin, second by Guerndt, to nominate Meinel for ETZ Vice Chair. 
 

Yes Vote: 6 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

Member Voting 
CHRISTIANSEN, RANDY YES 
CRONIN, STEVEN YES 
GUERNDT, GARY YES 
HULL, MARK YES 
MEINEL, STEVE YES 
OLSON, MILT YES 

 
5. Approve minutes from the March 9, 2020 Regular Meeting. 
 
Motion by Cronin, second by Hull, to approve minutes from March 9, 2020 ETZ Meeting. 
 

Yes Vote: 6 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

Member Voting 
CHRISTIANSEN, RANDY YES 
CRONIN, STEVEN YES 
GUERNDT, GARY YES 
HULL, MARK YES 
MEINEL, STEVE YES 
OLSON, MILT YES 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
4. Opportunity for citizens to be heard. 
None 
 
5. Written communications received. 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
8. Permit #20474 David Gau, 225303 Maplewood Drive, Request for 30-foot x 30-foot detached garage 
to be located between house and road. 
Dave Gau, 225303 was present.  He stated when he moved in a year ago, there was a clearing already there, 
where there was a lean-to for wood storage.  He did not realized he needed a permit, and his contractor told 
him he was responsible for obtaining that.  He stated how the concrete slab is already down.   
 
Tatro stated Gau’s original plan was to build a pole barn, but now has revised his plan to be a framed structure 
with vinyl siding, as we do not allow the metal siding.  Just basically the formality of the location.  This is a 
wooded area, where there is not a lot of traffic, and he is pretty far off from the street.  Staff feels would be 
acceptable.  Wheaton discussed the orientation of house. 
 
Hull asked if there is any subdivision restrictions or homeowners association in that subdivision. 
 
Tatro stated staff is not aware of anything, and the Village/Town does not enforce those.   
 
Olson stated he believes when Patrick Winnie established this Pat’s Maplewood Acres subdivision, there was 
a homeowner’s association where he was the only one that could have a machine shed or horses, or 
something of that nature.  Gau commented on a property in the subdivision, where there is a large shed and 
horses.  Olson stated he believes Winnie exempted his own property.  Hull stated it would be up to the 
Homeowner’s Association.  He stated usually there would be something on the Deed making the owners 
aware.  Meinel stated the Deed may not, but it would have shown up in the Title Policy. 
 
Hull stated even if ETZ approves this, and if there is a Homeowners restriction, someone could challenge this 
as it goes on. 
 
Meinel stated this should be covered in his Title Policy, from what he has seen in the past. 
 
Hull commented on the plan not being to scale.  He questioned where the measurements are from.  Gau 
stated the measurement is from the edge of the asphalt.  Which he understands is not the property line.  Hull 
asked if Gau knows if the corners of the building will be greater than 50’ from the property line.  Gau stated he 
measured 58’ to the center of where the slab is.  Hull stated he needs to be greater than 15’ from the side.  We 
don’t have any measurements to show and the plan is not to scale. 
 
Higgins stated there should be an updated site plan showing the dimensions and setbacks.  Higgins stated we 
will ask for a new site plan at building permit issuance.  Right now we are looking at whether or not to approve 
that garage in the front. 
 
Hull confirmed the building will be closer to road than home.  Gau does not want to take down trees and pull 
stumps, and rocks, and wants to utilize the existing pad.  Hull questioned if there are any other utility building 
on the site.  Gau stated the only existing building on the property is the house and attached garage. 
 
Motion by Meinel, second by Guerndt:  to approve the request for Permit #20474, subject to the 
building being 50 feet from front right-of-way and a revised site plan coming in to staff.  Q:  Higgins 
stated Parker was able to find the covenants on Marathon County Records (copy attached), and read 
Covenant No 4, Temporary Structures, where it covers outbuildings.  Tatro stated Gau will have to talk 
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to the Homeowner’s Association to get their okay.  Hull read the length of time of covenants.  Tatro 
stated ETZ can still approve, but Gau would have to get the approval from the Homeowner’s 
Association.  Motion carried. 
 

Yes Vote: 6 No Votes: 0 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Result: PASS 
 

Member Voting 
CHRISTIANSEN, RANDY YES 
CRONIN, STEVEN YES 
GUERNDT, GARY YES 
HULL, MARK YES 
MEINEL, STEVE YES 
OLSON, MILT YES 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
9. Next meeting date - TBD 
 
10. Remarks from Staff and Committee Members. 
Hull stated the ETZ members show contact with an e-mail address through the Village address.  Parker stated 
for the Town members, we have been just sending to their personal accounts.  Hull questioned if Crowe can 
set something up to have the “westonwi.gov” emails forwarded to them or change to the email addresses listed 
on the Town website.   
 
There was discussion about Christiansen being on ETZ, not Dan Higginbotham.  Olson stated the Town Board 
voted Christiansen on Plan Commission, not Higginbotham. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
18. Adjournment of ETZ 
 
Motion by Hull, Second by Meinel: to adjourn at 5:10 p.m. 
 
Jennifer Higgins, Director of Planning & Development 
Valerie Parker, Recording Secretary 








