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FROM THE DESK OF YOUR
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

By Barb Ermeling, Village President

Last month, I attended the Turnout for 
Transportation meeting at the Marathon County 
Courthouse. The meeting focused on critical 
street projects in our region and the need for 
the state to find a sustainable solution for 
funding our local roads and state highways. 
This event was organized by the Transportation 

Development Association (TDA) of Wisconsin, which is a statewide 
alliance of 400-plus stakeholders committed to advancing the best 
in transportation. TDA members include businesses, labor unions, 
citizen groups, government units, and individuals. All members 
share one important goal: the development and maintenance of 
a strong, interconnected transportation network that will support 
a robust economy and enhance the quality of life for everyone 
in Wisconsin. Local officials, like me, gathered at Turnout for 
Transportation to have their voices heard in a simultaneous 
meeting to bring attention to the issue of sustainable 
transportation. This meeting was an unprecedented statewide 
town-hall discussion, with county, city, village, and town officials 
from all 72 Wisconsin counties participating.

Many of our local roads here in the Village of Weston have been 
maintained well. Every two years, our staff rates our roads on a 
1-10 scale where 10 is a brand new road and a 1 is failed road 
in need of reconstruction. The village has 117 cernterline miles 
of road and currently nearly 93 miles (80%) are rated 6 or higher. 
Keeping good roads in good condition is a priority of the Village. If 
we don’t properly fund maintenance for those roughly 93 miles 
of roads that have PASER ratings of between 6 and 10, the 
cost of capital improvements is going to go up, as once roads 
reach a rating of about a 5, light maintenance is no longer a 
viable option and complete reconstruction is usually the best 
option. 

Village officials and staff are currently working on the budget 
for next year. As such, I have asked that Village staff make an 
extra effort to prioritize more resources for street maintenance 
and repair. I realize this is a difficult ask, as the Village has many 
services and facilities that are also deserving of additional funding. 
To complicate matters, the Village has lost almost $7 million 
in state aids and shared revenues. Preliminary calculations 
presented by Village staff show that the we are currently 
underfunding our street-maintenance budget by $1 million 
annually.

Adequately funding street-maintenance programs is not just a 
challenge for Weston. It’s an issue being discussed in communities 
throughout our state. Unfortunately, there are no “silver bullets” 
to address these funding challenges: Marshfield held a public 
referendum in August, and Wausau will hold one in November, 
exclusively on the topic of street funding. Marathon County has 
chosen to implement a wheel tax next fiscal year.

As the Trustees and I continue to discuss and debate these issues, 
we will continue to market Weston for economic development. 
We realize new projects and more tax base will provide additional 
resources for Weston, which would help us address funding 
challenges in the future. If you have other suggestions or ideas 
for where we should be prioritizing our street-maintenance 
program dollars, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 
bermeling@westonwi.gov.

A WORD FROM YOUR
ADMINISTRATOR 

By Daniel Guild, Admnistrator

While I was a graduate student in public 
administration, Government Budgeting 
and Public Finance was a required class. It 
was an intimidating class for many, as the 
responsibility to budget and manage tens 
of millions of dollars can be scary for new 
practitioners of municipal management. My 

instructor tried to make the class as interesting as possible 
and was known for his witticisms and memorable anecdotes. 
My favorite quote from his class was as follows:

“Budgeting in the public sector is usually 9 months of 
amnesia and 3 months of panic.”  

Throughout my career as a municipal manager, I have certainly 
worked for local government agencies where that mantra 
was an accurate depiction of the culture of the organization. 
However, memorable quotes like this have impressed upon 
me the importance of 1) building a strong strategic plan for 
your local government, 2) having a financial plan that goes out 
at least 5 years into the future, 3) proactive planning (rather 
than reactive responses), and 4) continuing to communicate 
those plans to our citizens and taxpayers.

As I prepare my budget proposal for 2017, I’m happy to report 
that there are many positive things happening within our local 
government agency:
•	 The Village has the lowest tax rate in the metro area for 

a full-service, incorporated municipality.
•	 We continue to aggressively pay down our debts. (We have 

less general obligation debt today then the Village has ever 
had.)

•	 We have strong prospects for economic development, 
which will generate more tax base and bring in new 
revenues and provide the community with increased 
opportunities for commerce and employment.  

Some things that you can continue to expect from our 
budgeting decisions going forward include:
•	 Our financial plans are based on a 1% growth in valuation 

for the community, annually.
•	 Our financial plans are based on losing approximately 

$150,000/year in state aids and shared revenues.
•	 Our financial plans are based on an annual tax increase of 

3.44%.

Some areas that I am focusing on for the 2017 budget include:
•	 I have asked our Director team to make a strong effort 

toward multi-year planning and forecasting; the Village is 
in the process of completing its 3-year effort to update the 
community’s Comprehensive Plan.

•	 We continue to make plans for new and improved public 
spaces, parks, and recreation facilities, which we will 
grant-write and fundraise for.

•	 We are trying to emphasize capital projects, fleet 
replacement, and facility improvements.

•	  We will continue to make investments in economic 
development.

 If you have suggestions or ideas about these priorities, please 
email me at your convenience at dguild@westonwi.gov.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
ABSENTEE VOTING
Any voter who prefers to vote by absentee ballot may request one 
by mail, email, or fax, or by visiting www.myvote.wi.gov. Please 
visit www.elections.wi.gov/voters/absentee for more information. 
In-person absentee voting hours for the November 8 election at the 
Weston Municipal Center, 5500 Schofield Avenue, are as follows: 

•	Monday, October 3, through Thursday, November 3: 
 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

•	Friday, November 4: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

VOTER REGISTRATION
Voter registration is required in Wisconsin. To begin the 
registration process online, please visit myvote.wi.gov. You may also 
register by mail up to 20 days before the election or in the Clerk’s 
office up until the Friday before the election at 5:00 p.m. You must 
always provide proof of residency when registering. To see which 
documents are acceptable for proof of residency, see page two 
of the WI Voter Registration Application, available for download 
at http://elections.wi.gov/sites/default/files/publication/154/el_131_
voter_registration_application_pdf_23730.pdf  

WHERE DO I VOTE ON ELECTION DAY?
The Village has four voting sites. To be sure you go to the correct 
location on Election Day, please visit www.westonwi.gov/mapping. 
Under the Search button, type in your address (abbreviating St, Rd, 
etc.)  and select the Search button. The address will pop up, and a 
Parcel box will appear on the map. In the Parcel box, click on District 
Information. The row titled Voting Information will list your voting 
location. 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED TO VOTE
If you have a photo ID, visit bringit.wi.gov/do-i-have-right-photo-id 
to check if it’s an acceptable form of ID. 

If you do not have a photo ID, you can get a Wisconsin state 		
ID card free. Please visit bringit.wi.gov/how-do-i-get-free-state-id-
card for details.

NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION

Offices to 
Be Elected
•	 President/Vice 

President of the  
United States

•	 U.S. Senator

•	 Representatives in 
U.S. Congress

•	 WI State Senators

•	 Representatives to 
the WI Assembly

•	 District Attorneys

•	 County Treasurer

•	 County Clerk

•	 Register of Deeds
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FARMER’S MARKET 
CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 

By Renee Hodell, Taxpayer Engagement 
Communications Coordinator

The Farmer’s Market is now closed 
for the season. Thank you to 
everyone who attended the market 
and “bought local,” and to all of the 
vendors who participated, especially 
our dedicated Market Manager—

Bert Stuhr—who never missed a day. Also thank 
you to entertainers Rich Pinski, Chad Brecke, Max 
Koepke, and members from the D.C. Everest Jazz 
Band (Ian Baeten, Duncan Cofell, Nick Peters, and 
David Pickar), who donated their time on Saturday 
mornings to give patrons a little “spring in their 
step” as they shopped at the market. And special 
recognition goes to Dunkin’ Donuts for providing 
Farmer’s Market patrons FREE coffee throughout the 
season. It was a great year, and we look forward to 
another fun and exciting season in 2017!

VEHICLE PARKING
REMINDER: All motor vehicles parked outside—
including vehicles that are for sale—must 
be parked on an all-weather surface such as 
blacktop, concrete, or paving blocks (a gravel surface 
is acceptable if it was permitted before January 1, 
2014). Inoperable or unlicensed vehicles need to be 
parked in a garage. Campers, boats, and trailers 
may be parked on the lawn next to your garage or 
driveway as long as the yard is maintained so it’s 
free of tall grass and weeds. Also, no more than 2 
recreational vehicles (including trailers) are allowed to 
be parked on a property zoned residential. Failure to 
comply may result in the issuance of a citation from 
the Everest Metro Police.

TAX PAYMENTS
The 2016 Tax bills are scheduled to be sent out mid 
December. Payments will continue to be taken at 
the Weston Municipal Center (cash or check only) 
and most local banks.

WANTED:
STUDENT HOST FAMILIES 

By Brad Mroczenski, Aquatic Center  
Manager/Park Maintainer

Would you consider opening your home to a 
Work/Travel Student next summer? The Village 
of Weston is looking for local families to host J1 
Students from May through September in 2017. 

J1 Students are college-age students from various countries 
around the world, including Jamaica, the Philippines, China, and 
various countries in Eastern Europe, to name a few. This is a 
great opportunity for your family to learn more about a student’s 
culture while you show a student what it’s like to live in the USA! 

Students are English speaking and will be allowed to stay 
and work in the United States for around 4 months. When the 
students aren’t working, they’re free to spend time with you as 
you and your family would spend it: going to or participating 
in sporting events, seeing some of the local attractions, or 
whatever else you enjoy doing. They’re here to earn some 
money and also to absorb as much U.S. culture as they can. 
One of the best ways to do that is through experiencing life with 
a family like yours!

If you’re interested in hosting a student, please contact the 
Weston Parks Department at 715-359-9988.

SEASONAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE
The Village of Weston is now accepting applications for ice 
rink attendants for the 2016–2017 ice-skating season. These 
positions run from the middle of December through February. 

In December, the Village of Weston will also begin accepting 
applications for seasonal park maintainers, lifeguards, front 
desk/slide attendants, and head lifeguards for summer 2017. 

All summer positions will run from approximately May 30 
through August 27. Applications for lifeguard and head lifeguard 
positions need to be submitted by March 10, 2017, with water 
testing for new applicants scheduled for March 18, 2017. 

Applications for all of the positions listed above are available at 
www.westonwi.gov under the Village E-Services heading. 

If you have any questions concerning the above positions, 
please contact the Weston Park Department at 715-359-9988, 
sosterbrink@westonwi.gov, or bmroczenski@westonwi.gov.



Celebrate America Recycles Day

We will be holding a week-long recycling contest during 
the week of November 7th – 11th. This contest is being 
done as part of a recycling educational campaign, where 
during that week, random inspections of resident’s refuse 
and recycling carts will be conducted, and addresses of all 
those “Marathon Recyclers” who are properly recycling 
will be put into a drawing for some GREAT prizes.  Winners 
will be announced Monday, November 14th!

Tuesday, November 15, 2016
The Village of Weston, along with our partners Marathon County Solid Waste 

and Advanced Disposal Services, would like to celebrate America Recycles Day.

Recycling Contest

Show us Your 
Recycling 
Spirit by 
being a  

Marathon  
Recycler

THANKSGIVING
PICK-UP
•	Thursday, November 24 

pick-up will be on Friday, 
November 25

•	Friday, November 25 
pick-up will be on 
Saturday, November 26

GARBAGE & RECYCLING CONTAINERS Please place garbage and 
recycling containers behind the 
curb (behind the shoulder) on 
the day of the scheduled pickup. 
Containers placed in the roadway 
or sticking too far out at the end 
of the driveway are more likely to 
be damaged or knocked over by 
snowplows. Snowplow drivers are 
instructed not to cross the centerline 
of the street as a safety precaution.

If you are unable to place your 
containers on opposite sides of your 
driveway, please be sure to keep at 
least 4 feet of space between the 
two (and your mailbox).
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PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
By: Keith Donner, Director of Public Works. 

 

WINTER IS APPROACHING
Please read these helpful reminders as we head into the  
winter season.

 

STREET SNOW-PLOWING PRIORITIES
The Public Works Department is responsible for maintaining nearly 300 
lane miles of streets in the Village and Town of Weston.  

During a snow event, to ensure that citizens are only a few blocks from a 
plowed street, snow-plowing priorities have been established such that 
the following major streets in Weston are snow-plowed first:

•	Alderson St. 
•	Fuller St. 
•	Jelinek Ave. 
•	Ross Ave. 
•	Schofield Ave. 
•	Weston Ave. 
•	Business 51 (plowed by Marathon County)
•	Camp Phillips Rd. (plowed by Marathon County) 
•	Other streets highlighted on the map (these receive first priority as main 

thoroughfares)  

To learn more about the Village’s snow-removal policy, please visit our 
website at www.westonwi.gov/SnowRemoval.

KEEP SNOW ON YOUR PROPERTY 
FOR ROADWAY SAFETY
Do not blow, plow, or shovel snow onto or across public roadways. 
This creates a safety hazard and is a violation of state statutes 
and Village ordinance. (Sec. 86.022 Stats and Sec. 70.104 Weston 
Municipal Code).

SNOW EMERGENCY
If a large storm is coming, the Village may declare a snow 
emergency via local television, radio, and news outlets. 
During a declared snow emergency, vehicles need to 
be off the roads for 24 hours. 

GIVE PLOWS ROOM TO MANUEVER
It is important to stay at least 200 feet behind a snowplow. 
These vehicles make frequent backing maneuvers, primarily at 	
intersections, and can’t easily see behind them.   

WINTER PARKING 
REGULATIONS
From October 31 to May 1, alternate side 
parking is in effect for all streets in the 
Village of Weston between 4:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. During this time, vehicles  shall be 
parked on the even-numbered side of the 
street on even-numbered calendar days, 
and on the odd side of the street on odd-
numbered calendar days, unless otherwise 
posted or exempted.

For example, if your address is 5500 (an 
even number), you may park on your side 
of the street between 4 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
the 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc., of the month, and 
you would have to park across the street 
on the 1st, 3rd, 5th, etc., on the alternate 
days. (Remember: If parking a car on the 
street overnight, it’s what the date will be at 
4:00 a.m. the following day that determines 
which side to park on.)

Alternate side parking helps ensure plow 
trucks can properly plow streets, as 
vehicles will be on only one side of the 
road when they come through. In the past, 
plow trucks had to skip streets due to 
parked vehicles being on both sides of the 
road, not leaving enough room for the plow 
to drive between the parked vehicles.



VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 5  •  NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2016	 THEWIRE  7 

PREVENT HOME 	
WATER-LINE 
FREEZE-UPS
It’s important for property owners 
and tenants to assess areas where 
their interior or exterior plumbing may 
be exposed to the cold. The Village 
suggests that before winter comes, you: 

•	Check basements and crawlspaces to 
make sure all windows are closed and 
that any exposed water piping is not 
subject to cold drafts, particularly your 
water meter.

•	Make sure piping on the interior side 
of an exterior wall isn’t insulated from 
the interior heat (such as under a 
kitchen cabinet).  

•	 Insulate any exposed piping in areas 
that are not heated.

•	Know where your water lateral is 
located between your home and the 
street. If possible, do not remove 
snow from the ground above the 
lateral.

MAILBOX PLACEMENT
Before the first snowfall, check the condition of your mailbox post and the 
placement of your mailbox in relation to the roadway.  
•	The Village will assist in repairing mailboxes ONLY if the mailbox and/or 

post is physically struck by the plow itself.  

•	The Village is NOT responsible for damage caused by plowed snow 
hitting the mailbox or frozen snow/ice moved during plowing operations.  

It is important that residents check the condition of their mailbox and post 
prior to the winter season. Please see the website for more information: 
www.westonwi.gov/SnowRemoval   

MAILBOX SNOW 
CLEARING
It is the responsibility of 
residents to clear the snow 
away from their mailbox. 
The snowplows will get 
as close to mailboxes as 
possible, but will not be 
able to clear all of the snow.

RIGHT-OF-WAY OBSTRUCTIONS
The area of land between the edge of pavement and the private property 
line is referred to as the road right-of-way and is public property. The road 
right-of-way typically extends 33 feet from the center of the road.  

During winter operations, the Village will occasionally remove snow from the 
side of the road and at driveway openings to provide better visibility. As the 
Village is clearing the right-of-way, many items become buried in the snow 
and are difficult to see.  As such, the following items should not be located 
within the public right-of-way:
•	Landscaping materials (shrubs, rocks, boulders, planters, decorative pieces)
•	Signs
•	Lawn sprinkler systems
•	Pet fences
•	All other items that could be damaged by equipment 

Any items that are placed within the right-of-way are there at the risk of the 
owner. The Village is not responsible for any damage to these items.

SIDEWALK 
SNOW-REMOVAL 
POLICY
Property owners 
are responsible for 
snow removal from 
sidewalks within 48 
hours after snow fall 
ceases. Failure to 
remove snow/
ice within 48 
hours may result in 
the Village having to 
clear the sidewalk 	
at the expense of 	
the property 				  
owner.  

AS WINTER APPROACHES, THE VILLAGE WILL UPDATE ITS WEBSITE
IN PREPARATION FOR THE SEASON.

PLEASE CHECK THERE FOR UPDATES: WWW.WESTONWI.GOV.
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STREET PLOWING PRIORITIZATION
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ICE RINKS
The Village will be operating one open rink and one 
hockey rink at Kennedy Park again this season. Rinks will 
be open from:

•	1:00-5:00 p.m. and 6:00-9:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and school holidays

•	6:00-9:00 p.m. Monday–Friday 

Call the Weston Park Department at 715-359-9988 with 
questions regarding the rinks. 

AQUATIC CENTER GIFT 
CERTIFICATES & 2017 
DISCOUNTED SEASON 
PASSES
Now is the time to purchase Weston Aquatic Center gift 
certificates or season passes for the 2017 season. Aquatic 
Center gift certificates are available in any amount and can 
be used toward the purchase of any pass throughout the 
2017 season. Family Season Passes are on sale now 
through May 19, 2017, at a reduced price. To purchase 
a gift certificate or season pass, visit the Weston Municipal 
Center (5500 Schofield Avenue) between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

PARK SHELTER 
RESERVATIONS 
The Village of Weston will begin accepting reservations 
for park shelters for 2017 after January 1. Shelters are 
available from May through mid-October of each year. 
There are 7 shelters available at 6 parks: Kennedy, Sandhill 
Meadow, Robinwood, Kellyland, Machmueller, and 
Yellowbanks (2 shelters here). Each park has restrooms, 
water, electricity, and facilities for play and sports. Visit 
the Weston Municipal Center (5500 Schofield Avenue) 
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to make your reservation. 
Questions? Call 715-359-9988 or visit www.westonwi.gov.
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PARK DEPARTMENT



USE OUR NEW MAP TOOL FOR 
VOTING & LEAF PICK-UP INFO
By Nate Crowe, Technology Services Director 

As reported in our May/June issue, The Village of Weston 
released a new web-mapping application for public use, 
available at: www.westonwi.gov/Mapping. 	

Since its release, our  Technology Services Department 
(TSD) has added new features and functionality, including:

•	Additional information regarding yard-waste pickup 
(NOTE: Weston Street Operations 
will be stopping at  
each residence two times this fall for 
yard-waste removal.  
The web-mapping application 
displays the two dates the crew 
plans on visiting your property.)

•	A direct link with a Google Map 
location of your voting location

I’m really excited about the amount 
of geographical information we are 
able to share with this tool, but I’m 
well aware that not everyone is 
going to know how to use it

•	 Increased interactivity when clicking to learn about a 
parcel experience

•	…and more!

“I’m really excited about the amount of geographical 
information we are able to share with this tool, but I’m well 
aware that not everyone is going to know how to use it,” 

said Technology Services Director 
Nate Crowe. That’s why the TSD has 
prepared some helpful web-map 
training videos (available at www.
westonwi.gov/MapTraining) to walk 
users through various tasks step by 
step. We invite you give this new 
communication tool a try!
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Be Yourself! Be Free!
What better way to have a child express themselves 
than through the art and joy of dance. It is our goal 
to create a happy environment where every student 
regardless of skill level can learn, be confi dent, and 
have fun while learning about the art of dance.

Call us today and get dancing!
715-370-3029 or rach2219@hotmail.com

Hip-Hop 
Modern
Ballet
Tap 
Jazz

Pre-School
Combination

NEW TECHNOLOGY

Place your ad here!
1/8 page Ad: $250

See page 5 for
more information

Advertise and contribute
to the Weston Wire!
1/8 page Ad: $250
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SHOW YOUR
WESTON PRIDE.
Pick up a complimentary 
business window
cling — available at the 
Municipal center.

1996-2016

Our Business Has#WESTONPRIDE

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Complimentary magnets with 
important Village numbers are 
available at the Municipal Center.

Place your ad here!

1/4 page Ad: $450

See page 11 for
more information
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VILLAGE OF WESTON MUNICIPAL CENTER
5500 Schofield Avenue, P.O. Box 446, Weston, WI 54476
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday - Friday)
General Information:  (715) 359-6114
Website: www.westonwi.gov

/WestonWisconsin

@WestonWI

/WestonWI

visit Nextdoor.com and sign up

Village of Weston

CONNECT WITH US!

LOOK WHO’S 
SOCIAL NOW
The Village of Weston is on Facebook, 
Google+ LinkedIn, Twitter and YouTube. 

Be the first to know the latest stories and 
news from sources you trust.

Save
  the Date
•NOVEMBER 8

Fall General Election

•NOVEMBER 11
Village Offices Closed in 
observance of Veteran’s Day

•NOVEMBER 21
2017 Budget Hearing 

•NOVEMBER 24 & 25
Village Offices Closed

•DECEMBER 23 & 26
Village Offices Closed

•JANUARY 2
Village Offices Closed

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                (715) 359-6114
Aquatic Center (seasonal). . . . . .      (715) 241-7946
Assessor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   (877) 687-3445
Building Inspections . . . . . . . . . .          (715) 359-6114
Fire EMS (Non-emergency). . . . .     (715) 355-6763
Garbage & Recycling. . . . . . . . . .          (715) 359-6114
Municipal Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              (715) 359-3333
Parks, Forestry, Grounds. . . . . . .       (715) 359-9988
Police (Non-emergency) . . . . . . .       (715) 359-4202
Streets/Public Works. . . . . . . . . .          (715) 359-6114
Water & Sewer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               (715) 359-2876

VILLAGE OF WESTON MEETING SCHEDULE
Village Board of Trustees . . . . . . . . . .           6:00 p.m.. . . . .     1st & 3rd Monday of the month

Community Development Authority . .   4:30 p.m.. . . . .     2nd Monday of the month

Community Life & Public Safety. . . . .      6:00 p.m.. . . . .     4th Monday of the month

Finance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         6:00 p.m.. . . . .     4th Wednesday of the month

Park & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 4:30 p.m.. . . . .     4th Monday of the month

Personnel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       4:30 p.m.. . . . .     3rd Monday of the month

Plan Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 6:00 p.m.. . . . .     2nd Monday of the month

Property & Infrastructure. . . . . . . . . . .            4:30 p.m.. . . . .     1st Monday of the month

S.A.F.E.R Board of Director. . . . . . . . .          6:00 p.m.. . . . .     2nd Tuesday of the month

S.A.F.E.R Fire Commission. . . . . . . . .          7:00 p.m.. . . . .     2nd Tuesday of the month

All meetings, except S.A.F.E.R Board of Directors and S.A.F.E.R Fire Commission are 
held at the Weston Municipal Center. The S.A.F.E.R Board of Directors and S.A.F.E.R 
Fire Commission meetings are held at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center (3700 
North Mountain Rd., Wausau). Meeting dates are subject to change; call the Village of 
Weston offices to confirm dates and times. 
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