
LOWER EAU CLAIRE RIVER WATER TRAIL

The Adventure in Our Own Backyard





The Future of Public Facilities Along the Lower Eau Claire River
By Daniel Guild, Weston Village Administrator

In early 2015, the Village 
of Weston passed a 
revised edition of its 
official Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan. 
Within the Plan, the 
elected Board of Trustees 
established Section 9.5.4 
for the Development 
and Maintenance of an 
All-Season Multi-Use Trail 
Network. 

The Plan states that where possible, new trails should 
use existing environmental and utility corridors. 
Furthermore, the Plan specifically addresses the 
Village’s desires to expand use of the Eau Claire 
River for canoeing, kayaking, tubing, fishing, and 
swimming. 

“We have long-believed that the Eau Claire River is 
an under-appreciated asset here in the metro area,” 
said Weston Parks and Recreation Director Shawn 
Osterbrink.

The Village has identified multiple potential locations for 
water trail launches, some of which are used informally 
today. Last year, the Village finished constructing a new 
canoe/kayak access location along the Eau Claire River, 
immediately adjacent to the Ross Avenue bridge, on the 
corner of Ross Avenue and Babl Lane. 

The Babl Lane launch — which is envisioned to 
be the first in a series of improved access points 
along the Eau Claire River — was completed last 
year. The Village intends to design and build future 
access points and launch sites with financial resources 
acquired through grants, local philanthropy, parkland 
dedication fees, and hotel room taxes, in the same way 
the Babl Lane launch was developed. Grants totaled 
approximately $123,000 of the $175,000 project. (No 
property taxes were used.) 

Four entities came together to fund this first launch 
site project at Babl Lane: Marathon County, the B.A. 
& Esther Greenheck Foundation, the Community 
Foundation of North Central Wisconsin, and the 
Village of Weston. This project is a true community 
partnership, and I am very gratified and humbled by 
the philanthropic funding and financial support that 
we have received.

•	 Marathon County’s Environmental Impact Fund 
provides funding assistance for non-reoccurring 
projects in Marathon County for environmental 
remediation and/or natural resources 
protection. The source of Environmental 
Impact Funds is the 2006 agreement 
between Marathon County and the American 
Transmission Company concerning construction 
of the Arrowhead–Weston Transmission Line in 
Marathon County.

•	 The B.A. & Esther Greenheck Foundation was 
established in 1998 by Bernie and Esther 
Greenheck. Their purpose is to provide financial 
support for meaningful projects in central 
Wisconsin that enhance the area’s arts, 
education, health, and economic and social 
development resources.

•	 Additional support for this project was provided 
through the Marvin & Ruth (Rudie) Schuette 
Fund of the Community Foundation of North 
Central Wisconsin (CFONCW). CFONCW is 
one of 700 nonprofit community foundations 
nationwide. Created in 1987 by and for 
the people of north central Wisconsin, the 
foundation is a nonprofit community corporation 
created to provide for the long-term needs of our 
local communities.

To maintain a successful water trail, navigability during 
most times of the year is key. This entails maintaining 
sufficient water flow and cleaning woody and other 
debris. Other potential barriers along the river, such as 
bridges and underpasses, need to be considered, as 
well. With these considerations in mind, the Village is 
focusing on river access improvements at Yellow Banks 
Park and at County Hwy J. 

Future launches will be designed with a firm surface for 
launching (despite changes in sedimentation levels), a 
launch area of 15 to 25 feet long and 6 to 12 feet wide, 
slopes of not more than 15 percent (or 8.33 percent to 
meet the Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility 
standards), and water level of at least 2 feet. Also, 
handrails or other support structures (including step-
down designs or ropes) will help paddlers balance their 
weight during put-in and take-out. Launches will also 
feature convenient parking areas. Trailhead signs and 
bridge underpass signs installed along the water trail 
will provide users with an easy way to identify progress 
and various destination points along the trail.

To support the Village’s efforts to increase access, use, 
and enjoyment of the Eau Claire River, the Village is 
looking to organize service-oriented citizens into a 
local Friends of the (Lower) Eau Claire River group. 
If you are interested in assisting or joining the group, 
please contact the Village at clerks@westonwi.gov.  

Outside our borders, there are additional opportunities 
to create and improve access points in Schofield, 
Wausau, and Ringle along the Eau Claire River. 
Village officials are sharing their plan and speaking 
with municipal officials in these communities to 
encourage them to build from our efforts and expand 
the Eau Claire Water Trail Vision Plan into a regional 
recreational concept and amenity. 

We hope that this is the start of a concerted effort by our 
local communities — not just Weston — to make the Eau 
Claire River more accessible and enjoyable for families 
(and our many guests) throughout Marathon County.
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Figure 1: Engineering 
drawings for Ross 
Avenue Bridge river 
access point, including
parking area, ramp and 
river launch, guided 
recent improvements 
at this site and may be 
a model for parking and 
access improvements 
at other spots.







Our Float Plan

 Our Water Trail Vision
 Current Conditions and Amenities 
 Future Improvements
 Your Participation 
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OUR WATER TRAIL VISION
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What is a water trail?
A designated route for 

paddling or floating along a 
waterway with strategically 

located access points; 
similar to hiking trails and 

bikeways but with one 
difference:

the “trail” already 
exists. 
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The Lower Eau Claire Water Trail should…

 Expand opportunities for safe, fun paddling and floating

 Include safe, well-marked put-in and take-out spots

 Connect to and enhance destinations along the river

 Grow recreational-based tourism development in the eastern 
Wausau Metro area 

 Advance opportunities for land-based trails, picnic spots, and other 
activities along the river

 Be identified through consistent and appealing signage and 
marketing materials
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The benefits of an enhanced Water 
Trail include…

 Greater water use and healthy recreational opportunities for area visitors 
and residents

 Fosters a sense of community and environmental stewardship and pride; 
pair with water quality initiatives

 Significant positive economic impact (e.g., 1999 study found that 
canoeists on the Kickapoo spent over $1.2 million/year) 

 Coherent sign and education program can lead to greater water trail use, 
increased safety, and efficient EMS response
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15-mile, day trip stretch between…

…Club House Road in 
Ringle… 

…and the Brooks & Ross 
Dam in Wausau.
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A route blessed with varied 
experiences and amenities
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From a cozy, winding segment in Ringle

LOWER EAU CLAIRE RIVER WATER TRAIL 14



To the wider, scenic Weston segment
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And finally the serpentine and expansive 
Wausau/Schofield segment
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CURRENT CONDITIONS & AMENITIES
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7 existing accesses of varying quality
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Ross Avenue access finished in 2016
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Other current conditions…

� Improving launches/parking at County J and    Yellow Banks Park 
is a priority

� Several schools, parks, and camps along river provide education 
and respite

� Different times of year provide different experiences, including 
some mild whitewater

� River navigation generally good, but some wayfinding and 
regular maintenance required
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
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Bring all existing and new launch sites 
up to standard

 10+ vehicle parking lot or safe pull-off area (inc. trailers)

 Adequate paddler launch with a firm, accessible surface 

 An area with a picnic table 
and bench 

 A restroom, where practical

 Wayfinding signage and a “you 
are here” map 
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Consistently sign and brand the trail
 Wayfinding signage to get to each parking area, and then from there to 

the launch 

 Display near the put-in spot with “you are here” map, distances, other 
destinations, and navigation tips 

 Minimal on-river signage to provide 
a navigational aid, while maintaining 
the natural experience

 Each bridge signed, including 
location and distance to the next 
take-out spot 
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Consistently sign and brand the trail
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Expand related opportunities
 Grow outfitters, transporters, and other complementary business 

opportunities

 Get on the tourist “map” through chambers, hoteliers, etc.

 Improve linkages with adjacent land-based recreational offerings

 “Riverfest” event, including introductions to the river and fun 
activities like a rubber ducky race

 Educational and promotional programming, such as YouTube 
video, on river use and skills
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YOUR PARTICIPATION
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Steps to enhance the Water Trail

 Build partnerships; “friends” group?

 Enhance brochure and other 
marketing

 Refine signage plan

 Further design and develop put-in, 
take-out points

 Fundraising

 Your ideas!!!
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Your Thoughts
 Recommendations for the Water Trail?

 How can we ensure that this is a successful 
endeavor and increase safe use of the Water Trail? 

 Any additional comments or questions?
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VILLAGE OF WESTON MUNICIPAL CENTER
Address:

 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday – Friday)

General Information: 715-359-6114

Website: www.westonwi.gov

MARATHON COUNTY PARKS AND FORESTRY
Address:

 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday – Friday)

212 River Drive, Suite #2, Wausau, WI 54403-5476

General Information: 715-261-1550

Website: www.co.marathon.wi.us

ELECTED 
OFFICIALS

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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jziegler@westonwi.gov
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kurt.kluck@co.marathon.wi.us

Alan Christensen, District 22
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