THEWIRE
5500 SCHOFIELD AVENUE • WESTON, WI 54476 • 715-359-6114 • WWW.WESTONWI.GOV

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 6 • NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2018

IN THIS ISSUE
2

Meet the Snowplow Team

3

Winter Reminders

6

Utility Rate Implementation

9

Recycling Contest

10

License Your Pets
2018—2019 Tax Bills

ANNUAL RECYCLING
CONTEST

Designed by Heather Reich
Communication Specialist / Deputy Clerk

November 5–9

2 THEWIRE

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 6 • NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2018

MEET THE VILLAGE OF WESTON’S SNOWPLOW TEAM
By Barbara Ermeling, President
During the winter months, our staff of snowplow operators are hard at work at all hours ensuring our roads are
safe for travel. To often, these individuals miss family get-togethers for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and weekend
festivities to ensure the rest of us can safely make it to our gatherings. Snowplowing is an all-hands-on deck
activity for the Village. Besides the personnel listed below, the Village utilizes utility and park staff members to fill
in for the main operators, as well as to operate other pieces of equipment to help clear out cul-de-sacs, parks,
walking paths, etc. You will learn more about those individuals in upcoming newsletters, but for now, please take
a minute to meet our team of dedicated operators.

DOUG BEHNKE: FLEET FOREMAN – ROUTE 60
Doug has worked for the Village for 24 years. Doug is
typically responsible for Route 60, which is mainly the streets
between County Highway X and Mesker Street. When Doug
is not plowing, he has the role of Fleet Foreman and head
mechanic at the Village. Outside of work, Doug enjoys
spending time with his family and at church, as well as
spending time outside hunting, fishing, and watching shorttrack stock car racing.

FORREST BLAREK: PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR – ROUTE 9
Forrest has worked for the Village for 14 years. Forrest
is responsible for Route 9, which is all the streets south
of State Highway 29. When he’s not plowing, Forrest is
maintaining Village streets and drainage ways and operating
heavy equipment such as excavators, end loaders, and
bulldozers. Forrest enjoys participating in fun runs with his
wife and friends and spending time outdoors with his son and
daughter hunting and fishing.

STEVE LAKE: PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR – ROUTE 17
Steve has worked for the Village for 4 years. Steve is
responsible for Route 17, which is mainly the roads between
Alderson Street and County Highway X between Ross
Avenue and State Highway 29. Outside of work, Steve enjoys
helping coach his son’s baseball team, going to Brewers
games, bowling, hunting, and having campfires with friends
and family.

JASON LENHARD: PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR – ROUTE 32
Jason has worked for the Village for 13 years. Jason has a
unique role in the plowing process as he drives a front-end
loader with a wing. With this piece of equipment, Jason
is able to better clean out cul-de-sacs while still plowing
the full width of the road. Jason plows primarily in the
neighborhoods north of the Eau Claire River and then several
streets east of Fuller Street. Outside of work, Jason enjoys
bowling, attending live music events, traveling, archery,
hunting, and fishing.
View the Snowplow Truck Routes map on page 4.

JIM PLATTA
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR –
ROUTE 69
Jim has worked for the
Village for 18 years. Jim
plows Route 69, which
is primarily between
Mesker Street and the
Eau Claire River north of
Schofield Avenue. Jim
works in tandem with Jason and will salt/
sand the streets after they are plowed by
the end loader in the subdivisions north
of the Eau Claire River. Outside of work,
Jim enjoys spending time woodworking,
hunting, trap-shooting, boating, and in
general just spending time with his family
and friends.

TONY SKRZYPCHAK
STREET FOREMAN –
ROUTE 26
Tony has worked for the
Village for 32 years. Tony
operates the grader.
His route consists of
the wider streets found
around the Ascension
St. Clare’s Hospital
complex, as well as in the business park
near County Highway J. Tony also tries
to rotate around the various plow routes
throughout the winter, as the grader is the
one piece of equipment in the fleet that is
able to apply down pressure and break up
ice buildup. As the Street Foreman, Tony
coordinates the daily work plan for the
street operations staff. Outside of work,
Tony enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending
time with friends and family.
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JENNIFER SUCHOMSKI
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR –
ROUTE 70
Jen has worked for
the Village for 4 years.
Jen is responsible
for Route 70, which
is primarily the area
of the Village west of
Alderson Street and
north of State Highway 29. Jen also
takes care of the commercial corridor
streets of Community Center Drive and
Barbican Avenue. In her time outside of
work, Jen enjoys watching the Packers
and Brewers, as well as bow- and riflehunting, fishing, and spending time up
north with family and friends.

RANDY VLIETSTRA
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR –
ROUTE 10
Randy has worked
for the Village for
27 years. Randy is
responsible for Route
10, which includes the
roads west of County
Highway X and north
of Ross Avenue, as well as the streets
located in the Town of Weston north
of Gusman Road. Outside of work,
Randy enjoys watching nature, making
firewood, and spending time with his
family, especially his grandchildren.

JOHN YONKER
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATOR –
ROUTE 29
John has worked for
the Village for 11 years.
John is responsible for
Route 29, which mainly
includes the roads east
of Municipal Street.
John also is part of the trio of trucks
that plows Schofield Avenue. Outside
of work, John enjoys giving back by
volunteering for church, community,
and school events.

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
WINTER IS APPROACHING
By Michael Wodalski, Deputy Director of Public Works & Utilities
Please read these helpful reminders as we head into the
winter season.

STREET SNOWPLOWING PRIORITIES
The Public Works Department is responsible for maintaining
nearly 300 lane miles of streets in the Village and Town of Weston.
Snowplowing priorities have been established such that citizens are only a few
blocks from a plowed street. The following major streets in Weston are
plowed first:
•

Alderson St.

•

Fuller St.

•

Jelinek Ave.

•

Ross Ave.

•

Schofield Ave.

•

Weston Ave.

•

Business 51
(plowed by Marathon County)

•

Camp Phillips Rd.
(plowed by Marathon County)

•

Other streets highlighted on the map
on page 7 (these receive first priority as
main thoroughfares)

To learn more about the Village’s snow-removal policy, please visit our website
at www.westonwi.gov/SnowRemoval. See the Street-Plowing Prioritization map
on page 7.

KEEP SNOW ON YOUR PROPERTY
FOR ROADWAY SAFETY
Do not blow, plow, or shovel snow onto or across public roadways.
This creates a safety hazard and is a violation of a state statute and Village
ordinance (Sec. 86.022 WI Stats and Sec. 70.104 Weston Municipal Code).

RIGHT-OF-WAY OBSTRUCTIONS
The area of land between the edge of the pavement and the private
property line is referred to as the road right-of-way and is public property.
The road right-of-way typically extends 33 feet from the center of the road.
During winter operations, the Village will occasionally remove snow from the
side of the road and at driveway openings to provide better visibility. As the
Village is clearing the right-of-way, many items become buried in the snow and
are difficult to see. As such, the following items should not be located within
the public right-of-way:
•

•

Landscaping materials (shrubs,
rocks, boulders, planters,
decorative pieces)
Signs

•

Lawn sprinkler systems

•

Pet fences

•

All other items that could be
damaged by equipment

Any items that are placed within the right-of-way are there at the risk of the
owner. The Village is not responsible for any damage to these items.
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SNOWPLOW TRUCK ROUTES

SNOWPLOW EQUIPMENT

•

Truck #60: 2017 Mack Triaxle Dump Truck. Equipped with
salt brine pre-wet system. Also has the ability to transform
into a leaf-collection truck, flatbed, and regular dump truck.

•

Truck #69: 2005 Sterling Single-Axle Dump Truck.

•

Truck #9: 2016 Mack Tandem-Axle Dump Truck.
Equipped with salt brine pre-wet system.

•

Truck #10: 2015 Mack Tandem-Axle Dump Truck.
Equipped with salt brine pre-wet system.

•

Truck #70: 2016 Mack Single-Axle Dump Truck. Equipped
with salt brine pre-wet system.

•

Truck #17: 1993 Ford Single-Axle Dump Truck. Has a
retro-fitted V-Box with salt brine pre-wet system.

•

Grader #26: 2001 Caterpillar grader with wing plow.

•

Loader #32: 2014 John Deere Front-End Loader equipped
with front and wing plow.

•

Truck #29: 2007 Sterling Single-Axle Dump Truck.
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WINTER PARKING
REGULATIONS
From October 31 to May 1, alternateside parking is in effect for all streets
in the Village of Weston between
4:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. During this
time, vehicles shall be parked on the
even-numbered side of the street
on even-numbered calendar days,
and on the odd side of the street on
odd-numbered calendar days, unless
otherwise posted or exempted.
For example, if your address is 5500
(an even number), you may park on
your side of the street between 4 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on the 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc., of
the month, and you should park across
the street on the 1st, 3rd, 5th, etc.,
on the alternate days. Remember: If
parking a car on the street overnight,
it’s what the date will be at 4:00 a.m.
the following day that determines
which side to park on.
Alternate-side parking helps ensure
plow trucks can properly plow streets,
as vehicles will be on only one side
of the road when they come through.
In the past, plow trucks had to skip
streets due to parked vehicles being
on both sides of the road, not leaving
enough room for the plow to drive
between the parked vehicles.

SIDEWALK
SNOW-REMOVAL
POLICY
Property owners
are responsible for
snow removal
from sidewalks
within 48 hours
after snowfall
ceases.
Failure to remove
snow/ice within 48
hours may result
in the Village
having to clear
the sidewalk
at the expense
of the property
owner.

MAILBOX PLACEMENT REMINDER
Before the first snowfall, check the condition of your mailbox post and
the placement of your mailbox in relation to the roadway.
•

The Village will assist in repairing mailboxes ONLY if the mailbox
and/or post is physically struck by the plow itself.

•

The Village is NOT responsible for damage caused by plowed
snow hitting the mailbox or frozen snow/ice moved during
plowing operations.

It is important that residents check the condition of their mailbox
and post prior to the winter season. Please see the website for more
information: www.westonwi.gov/SnowRemoval.

MAILBOX SNOW
CLEARING
It is the responsibility
of residents to clear the
snow away from their
mailbox. The snowplows
will get as close to
mailboxes as possible, but
will not be able to clear all
of the snow.

GARBAGE & RECYCLING CONTAINERS
Please place your recycling cart
on the opposite side of your
driveway as your refuse (garbage)
cart on pickup day. If this is
not possible, please keep at
least 4 feet of space between
the two carts to allow enough
room for the mechanical hand
on Advanced Disposal’s truck
to reach around the cart so it can be picked up and emptied without
disturbing your other cart. Please do NOT place carts in the roadway,
as they will create a hazard to traffic and will be at risk of getting
struck by a snowplow. The Village of Weston will not be responsible for
refuse or recycling carts damaged due to being struck by snowplows.
While we understand that you may face some challenges with the
placement of your carts during the winter months, we ask that you
consider the following ideas:
•

Only place your refuse (garbage) cart out on non-recycling weeks
to avoid having both carts out at the same time.

•

Shovel out an area of your snowbank to allow one (or both) of your
carts to be located on the boulevard.
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PREVENT HOME
WATER-LINE FREEZE-UP
It’s important for property owners and tenants
to assess areas where their interior or exterior
plumbing may be exposed to the cold. The
Village suggests that before winter comes, you:
•

Check basements and crawlspaces
to make sure all windows are closed
and any exposed water piping is not
subject to cold drafts, particularly your
water meter.

•

Make sure piping on the interior side of
an exterior wall isn’t insulated from the
interior heat (such as under a kitchen
cabinet).

•

Insulate any exposed piping in areas
that are not heated.

•

Know where your water lateral is
located between your home and the
street. If possible, do not remove snow
from the ground above the lateral.

SNOW EMERGENCY
If a large storm is coming, the Village
may declare a snow emergency via local
television, radio, and news outlets. During a
declared snow emergency, vehicles need
to be off the roads for 24 hours.
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UTILITY RATE IMPLEMENTATION
By Keith Donner, Director of Public Works & Utilities
During the past year, the Village has written about
utility rate increases. New rates were implemented
effective September 1, 2018.
Because customers are billed on a quarterly basis
and because the Utility divides its service area into
3 meter-reading areas that are read on a sequential
basis, customers in different areas will realize the
new utility rates in different degrees as they receive their utility bills
between September and November 2018. The map on page 8
shows the 3 meter-reading areas and the months in which meters
are read.

METERREADING DATE

1

SEPT 15, 2018

75

15

2

OCT 15, 2018

45

45

3

NOV 15, 2018

15

75

(See the Water-Meter-Reading Route Areas map on page 8.)

Some things to be aware of:
•

Bills are sent prior to the end of the month in which the meter
is read with a due date of the 20th of the following month.

•

The Utility pumped approximately 23% more water in June,
July, and August in 2018 as compared to the same months
in 2017. This was undoubtedly due to the dry weather.
Customers in Area 1 reported bills with 2 and 3 times higher
usage than in 2017. October bills included usage from midJuly through mid-October 2018. November bills will include
usage from mid-August through mid-November 2018. Please
be aware of this as you review your next utility bill.

•

Customers in Area 3 who are in the Village of Rothschild will
now be billed for Public Fire Protection as a direct charge
on the utility bill based on equivalent meter size. The most
common charge is for a ¾” meter at $17.49 per quarter.
Weston Utility customers in Rothschild previously paid for
their Public Fire Protection as a municipal charge through
the general property tax roll. This change was authorized by
action of the Rothschild Village Board.

•

Customers receiving bills after December 1, 2018, will be
the first receiving bills reflecting 100% of the new utility
rates.

GIVE PLOWS ROOM TO
MANEUVER
It is important to stay at least 200 feet
behind a snowplow. These vehicles make
frequent backing maneuvers, primarily at
intersections, and can’t easily see behind
them.

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
DAYS ON
DAYS ON
OLD RATES NEW RATES

AREA

Other information about the proposed water and sewer rate
increases appeared in the 2018 January/February and July/August
issues of the “Weston Wire.” Past newsletters can be found at www.
westonwi.gov/Newsletters. Additional information has also been
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STREET-PLOWING PRIORITIZATION
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WATER-METER-READING ROUTES
Area 2 is read in January,
April, July, and October

Area 1 is read in March, June,
September, and December

Area 3 is read in February,
May, August, and November
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REFUSE & RECYCLING
VILLAGE OF WESTON
REFUSE & RECYCLING CONTRACT
By Valerie Parker, Planning Technician
The Village of Weston recently approved signing a new 7-year
contract with Advanced Disposal Services, which will start
in 2019. All services will remain unchanged, with weekly
refuse collection and every-other-week recycling collection.
If you have excess trash to dispose of (that will not fit within
your cart), you can:
•

Purchase garbage stickers at the Weston Municipal Center for $1.50
each to put out extra garbage bags

•

Bring your excess trash to Advanced Disposal Services for a fee

•

Bring your excess trash to Marathon County Solid Waste Department
(a.k.a. Ringle Landfill) for a fee

If you have excess recyclables (that will not fit within your cart), you can:
•

Take your excess recyclables to Advanced Disposal’s recycling center
— free of charge and at your convenience, as it is open 24/7
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REFUSE & RECYCLING
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Just a reminder that Advanced
Disposal will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and
New Year’s Day. Below is the schedule
for pickup during these holidays.

Thanksgiving Week
Thursday, November 22
Picked up on Friday, November 23
Friday, November 23
Picked up on Saturday, November 24

Christmas Week
Tuesday, December 25
Picked up on Wednesday, December 26
Wednesday, December 26
Picked up on Thursday, December 27
Thursday, December 27
Picked up on Friday, December 28
Friday, December 28
Picked up on Saturday, December 29

New Year’s Day Week
Tuesday, January 1
Picked up on Wednesday, January 2
Wednesday, January 2
Picked up on Thursday, January 3
Thursday, January 3
Picked up on Friday, January 4
Friday, January 4
Picked up on Saturday, January 5
The 2019 Recycling Calendar is
available on the Village website at
www.westonwi.gov/Refuse&Recycling
and will be printed and mailed out to all
Village residents. Watch for the 2019
Refuse & Recycling Guidelines!
Christmas tree pickup will occur
throughout the month of January.
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PARKS & RECREATION
PARKS NEWS
By Shawn Osterbrink, Director of Parks, Recreations, & Forestry

ICE RINKS
The Village of Weston
Park Department is now
accepting applications
for ice-rink attendants for
the 2018–2019 ice-skating
season. These positions usually
start in late December and run through February.
Applications are available at
www.westonwi.gov/Employment.
The Village will be operating one open rink and
one hockey rink at Kennedy Park. Rinks will be
open:
•

Monday–Friday from 5:00–8:00 p.m.

•

Saturdays, Sundays, and school holidays
from 1:00–8:00 p.m.

Call the Weston Park Department at 715-3599988 with questions regarding the rinks or the
available positions.

FARMERS’ MARKET
CLOSED FOR THE SEASON
By Renee Hodell, Taxpayer Engagement Coordinator
The Farmers’ Market is now closed
for the season.
Thank you to everyone who attended
the market and “bought local” and
to all the vendors who participated,
especially our dedicated Market
Managers—Bert Stuhr and Mary
Rothmeyer. Also, thank you to entertainers Rich
Pinski and Chad Brecke, who donated their time on
Saturday mornings to give patrons a little “spring in
their step” as they shopped at the market. A special
recognition goes to Dunkin’ Donuts for providing
Farmers’ Market patrons FREE coffee throughout the
season. It was a great year, and we look forward to
another fun and exciting season in 2019!

2019 PARK-SHELTER
RESERVATIONS
The Village of Weston is currently accepting
shelter reservations for 2019. Shelters are
available from May through mid-October of
each year and may be reserved up to a year
in advance. There are 7 shelters available to rent:
•

Kennedy

•

Robinwood

•

Machmueller

•

Sandhill
Meadows

•

Kellyland

•

Yellow Banks
(2 shelters available)

Each park has restrooms, water, electricity, and facilities for
play and sports. Visit the Weston Municipal Center at 5500
Schofield Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to make your
reservations, or call 715-359-9988 with questions. Reservation
information is also available at www.westonwi.gov/Parks.

2019 SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
It’s never too early to start thinking about employment next
summer! In December, the Village will begin accepting
applications for Lifeguards, Head Lifeguards, Front Desk/
Slide Attendants, and Seasonal Park Maintainers for the
summer of 2019. Apply for all positions at www.westonwi.gov/
Employment. Please contact the Weston Park Department at
715-359-9988, sosterbrink@westonwi.gov, or bmroczenski@
westonwi.gov with questions.

2019 AQUATIC CENTER
SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE
Now is the time to purchase your Weston Aquatic Center
season passes for the 2019 season. Family Season Passes are
on sale now through Friday, May 24, 2019, at a reduced price.
Season passes are available at www.westonwi.gov/PoolPass.
Contact the Weston Municipal Center at 715-359-6114 with
questions or if you have problems purchasing a pass online.
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CLERKS NEWS
LICENSE YOUR PET
By Heather Reich
Deputy Clerk/Communication Specialist
Don’t forget to license your pet for
2019! Purchasing your pet’s yearly
license and attaching it to his or her
collar is one of the most important
things you can do as a responsible
pet owner. Displaying a current
license tag on your pet’s collar
makes it easy for animal control
officers and shelter employees to quickly locate
a lost pet’s owner information. It could be your
pet’s ticket home — If your pet sneaks out and
is brought to the Humane Society, they will not
release your pet to you without being licensed!
Please visit www.
petdata.com to
license your pet.
Pet owners who
have previously
licensed their pet in
2018 can expect to
receive a renewal
notice from Petdata
in December.

VEHICLE PARKING
By Renee Hodell, Taxpayer Engagement Coordinator
REMINDER: All motor vehicles parked outside —
including vehicles that are for sale — must be parked
on an all-weather surface
such as blacktop, concrete,
or paving blocks (a gravel
surface is acceptable if
it was permitted before
January 1, 2014). Inoperable
or unlicensed vehicles need
to be parked in a garage.
Campers, boats, and trailers
may be parked on the lawn
next to your garage or driveway if the yard is maintained
so it’s free of tall grass and weeds and within the
setbacks. Also, no more than 2 recreational vehicles
(including trailers) can be parked on a property zoned
residential. Failure to comply may result in further action
from the Village.

2018–2019 TAX BILLS
By Jessica Trautman, Finance Director
The Finance Department expects to
be mailing out the 2018–2019 property
tax bills by mid-December. The Village
will continue to work with local Weston
banks and credit unions in assisting the
Village in the tax-collection process during
December 2018 and January 2019.

2019 Elections
Spring Primary
(February 19)

Spring Election
(April 2)
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Save
the Date

VILLAGE OF WESTON MUNICIPAL CENTER

•NOVEMBER 6

ELECTED OFFICIALS

Fall General Election

•NOVEMBER 12
Village Offices Closed

•NOVEMBER 22
Village Offices Closed
Advanced Disposal Closed

•NOVEMBER 23
Village Offices Closed

•NOVEMBER 28
Weston Community Blood Drive

•DECEMBER 24 & 25
Village Offices Closed

•DECEMBER 25
Advanced Disposal Closed

•JANUARY 1
Village Offices Closed

CONNECT WITH US!

Address: 5500 Schofield Avenue, Weston, WI 54476
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday – Friday)
General Information: 715-359-6114
Website: www.westonwi.gov

Barbara Ermeling, President
715-359-4365
bermeling@westonwi.gov
Mark Maloney, Trustee
715-410-2756
mmaloney@westonwi.gov
Kevin Ostrowski, Trustee
715-571-2676
kostrowski@westonwi.gov

Wally Sparks Trustee
715-298-3106
wsparks@westonwi.gov
Yee Leng Xiong, Trustee
715-348-6214
yxiong@westonwi.gov
Hooshang Zeyghami, Trustee
715-359-5145
hzeyghami@westonwi.gov
Jon Ziegler, Trustee
715-241-9301
jziegler@westonwi.gov

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . . .  715-359-6637
Aquatic Center (Seasonal). . . . . .  715-241-7946
Assessor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  877-687-3445
Building Inspections . . . . . . . . . .  715-359-6114
Fire EMS (Non-emergency). . . . .  715-355-6763
Municipal Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  715-359-3333
Parks, Recreation & Forestry. . . .  715-359-9988
Police (Non-emergency) . . . . . . .  715-359-4202
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  715-359-6114
Planning & Development . . . . . .  715-359-6114
Water & Sewer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  715-359-2876

VILLAGE OF WESTON MEETING SCHEDULE
Village Board of Trustees . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m.. . . . . 3rd Monday of the month

/WestonWisconsin

Community Development Authority . .  6:00 p.m.. . . . . 3rd Tuesday of the month

@WestonWI

Finance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m.. . . . . 1st Monday of the month

/WestonWI

Human Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:30 p.m.. . . . . 1st Monday of the month

visit Nextdoor.com and sign up

Public Works & Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:30 p.m.. . . . . 2nd Monday of the month

Village of Weston

Meeting dates are subject to change; call the Village of Weston offices to confirm dates and
times. Zoning Board of Appeals meets on an as-needed basis.

Public Safety. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m.. . . . . 4th Monday of the month
Parks & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:30 p.m.. . . . . 4th Monday of the month
Plan Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m.. . . . . 2nd Monday of the month

